
Asterism Southern Cross

The Southern Cross is located in the constellation Crux, the smallest of the 88 
constellations.

It is one of the most distinctive. With the four stars Mimosa BeCrux, Ga Crux, A Crux and 
Delta Crucis, forming the arms of the cross.

The Southern Cross was also used as a remarkably accurate timepiece by all the people of 
the southern hemisphere, referred to as the ‘Southern Celestial Clock’ by the portuguese 
naturalist Cristoval D’Acosta.

It is perpendicular as it passes the meridian, and the exact time can thus be calculated 
visually from its angle. 

The german explorer Baron Alexander von Humboldt, sailing across the southern oceans 
in 1799, wrote: 

“It is a timepiece, which advances very regularly nearly 4 minutes a day, and no other 
group of stars affords to the naked eye an observation of time so easily made”.

Asterism - An asterism is a distinctive pattern of stars or a distinctive group of stars in the sky.

Constellation - A grouping of stars that make an imaginary picture in the sky.
There are 88 constellations.

The stars and objects nearby



The Main-Themes in asterism Southern Cross

Southern Cross

Ga Crux

A Crux

Mimosa, Be Crux

Delta Crucis



The Motives in asterism Southern Cross

Crucis
A Bayer / Flamsteed indication 

AM
Arp+Madore - A Catalogue of Southern peculiar Galaxies and 
Associations

[B10]
Boss, 1910 - Preliminary General Catalogue of 6188 Stars

C
Cluster

CCDM
Catalogue des composantes d’étoiles doubles et multiples

CD
Cordoba Durchmusterung Declination

Cel
Celescope Catalog of ultraviolet Magnitudes

CPC
Cape Photographic Catalogue

CPD
Cape photographic Durchmusterung for the equinox 1875



Cr
Collinder - On structured properties of open galactic Clusters and 
their spatial distribution

CSI
Catalog of Stellar Identifications

CSV
Catalog of suspected variable Stars

[DS98]
Dumm + Schild - Stellar Radii of M Giants

ESO
European Southern Observatory - The ESO/Uppsala Survey of the 
ESO (B) Atlas of South Sky

EUVE
Extreme Ultra Violet Explorer

FK
Feigelson + Kriss - Discovery of three X-ray luminous pre-main 
sequence Stars

GC
General Catalogue of 33342 Stars for the Epoch 1950

GCRV
General Catalog of Stellar Radial Velocities



GEN#
Geneva identification System

GJ
Gliese + Jahreiss - Catalogue of nearby Stars

GSC
Gas-Star Complex - Estimates of geometric and dynamic parameters 
of Star-gas complexes in the Galaxy

h
Nuevas Nebulosas Planetarias y Objetos con Emision en la Region 
del Centro Galactico

HD
Henry Draper Catalogue

Hr
Harvard Observatory - The Bright Star Catalogue

Hic
Hipparcos Input Catalogue

Hip
The Hipparcos and Tycho Catalogues (vol. 1-17)

IDS
Index Catalogue of visual double Stars



IRAS
Infrared Astronomical Satellite (IRAS), Catalogs and Atlases

JP
Jodrell Bank, Pulsar - Pulsars: observational parameters and a 
discussion on dispersion measures

LTT
Luyten, Two Tenths - A Catalogue of 9867 Stars in the southern 
Hemisphere with proper motions exceeding 0”.2 annually

Lund
Lund Observatory

Mel
Melotte - A Catalogue of Star Clusters shown on the Franklin-
Adams chart Plates

N30
Normal System, epoch 1930 - Catalog of 5268 standard Stars 
for the equinox and epoch 1950.0 based on the Normal Star 
System N30

NGC
A New General Catalogue of Nebulae and Clusters of Stars, being 
the Catalogue of the Late Sir John F.W. Herschel

NSV
New Catalog of Suspected Variable Stars

OCl
Catalog of Star Clusters and Associations



PK
Catalogue of Galactic Planetary Nebulae

PLX
Parallax - General Catalogue of Trigonometric Stellar Parallaxes, 
compiled at the Yale University Observatory

SACS
Second Astrolabe Catalogue of Santiago

PPM
Position and Proper Motions North Star Catalogue

RAFGL
Revised Air Force Geophys. Lab.

Rot
Rotational Velocity - Catalogue of Rotational Velocities of Stars

SAO
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory

Sky#
Skymap

SV*BV
Bamberg, Variable Star



SV*zi
Zinner, Variable Star

TD
Tidal Dwarf - Star-forming Objects in the tidal Tails of compact 
Groups

Tyc
Tycho Mission
The Hipparcos and Tycho Catalogues (vol. 1-17)

UB
Ultraviolet Blue

UBV
UBV System - Photoelectric Catalogue , magnitudes and colors of 
Stars in the UBV and UCVB Systems

AX
ASCA Satellite, X-ray

RU
Rubin - A finding List of faint blue Stars in the Anticenter of the 
Galaxy

[L91b]
Lu, 1991 - Taxonomy of Barium Stars



Themes used in Southern Cross

Southern Cross
Abbé de la Caille
Centaurus
Crux Australis

Themes used in Ga Crux

Ga Crux
Hip 61084
Gamma Crucis
Tyc 8654-3422-1
Hip 61084
SV*BV 839
* gam Cru
CCDM J 12312-5706A
CD-564504
CPC 203840
CPD-565272
CSV 101285
[DS98] 174
FK5 468
GC 17052
GCRV 7528
GEN#+1.00108903
GJ 470
HD 108903
Hic 61084
Hr 4763
IDS 12256-5633A
IRAS 12283-5650
JP11 2226
[91b] 208
LTT 4752
N30 2892
RAFGL 4150
SAO 240019
Sky# 23406
SV*zi 944
UBV 11239
UBV M 18297

NGC 4439
OCl 884
ESO 131-SC6
Cr 259
Lund 616
h 3392
GC 2997

NGC 4103
OCl 871
ESO 130-SC5
Cr 252
Mel 109
Lund 604
h 3377
GC 2912

NGC 4349
OCl 882
ESO 131-SC3
Cr 255
Mel 110
Lund 611
h 3389
GC 2912

NGC 4184
OCl 877



ESO 130-SC10
RU 102
Lund 607
h 3384
GC 2780

Themes used in A Crux

A Crux
uvby98 100108248 AB
HD 108248
UBV 11169
JP11 2217
Hip 60718
Hic 60718
IDS 12210-6233 AB
Tyc 8979-3464-1
GEN#+1.00108248J
* alf Cru
Alpha Crucis
AX J1226.6-6305
CEL 4105
CPD-62 2745
CSI-62 2745 43
Double or Multiple Star

NGC 4609
OCl 890
ESO 95-SC14
GC 3407
Cr 263
Lund 625
h 3407
GC 3145

Themes used in Mimosa, Be Crux

Mimosa, Be Crux
Hip 62434
Beta Crucis
Tyc 8659-3107-1
* beta Cru
[B10] 3328
CCDM J 12478-5940 A
CEL 4154
CPC 203932
CPD-59 4451 41
CSi-59 4451 41
EUVE J 1247-59.6
FK5 481
GC 17374
GCRV 7661
GEN#+1.00111123
GSC 08659-03107
HD 111123
HGAM 2011
Hic 62434
Hr 4853
IDS 12419-5908 A
JP11 2298
N30 2947
PPM 341305
ROT 1887
SAO 240259
Sky# 23820
TD1 16475
UBV 11480
UBV M 18628
uvby98 100111123 V
V * bet Cru



NGC 4755
C 94
Jewel Box Cluster
OCl 892
ESO 131-SC16
Cr 264
Mel 114
Lund 627
h 3435
GC 3275
Kappa Crucis Cluster

NGC 4852
OCl 894
ESO 131-SC17
Cr 266
Mel 116
Lund 629
h 3449
GC 3335

Themes used in Delta Crucis
Delta Crucis
Hip 59747
Tyc 8645-2263-1
* del Cru
[B10] 3187
CD-58446
CEL 4076
CPC 203748
CPD-584189
CSV 6902
FK5 455
GC 16724
GCRV 7332
GEN#+1.00106490
GSC 08645-02263
HD 106490
Hic 59747
Hr 4656
IRAS 12124-5828
JP11 2192
N30 2833
NSV 5510
PLX 2819.1
PPM 340824
ROT 1792
SACS 266
SAO 239791
Sky# 22977
TD1 16155
UBV 11000
UBV M 17943
uvby98 100106490
V* del Cru

NGC 4337
OCl 878
ESO 131-SC2
Cr 254
Lund 610
h 3388
GC 2902

NGC 3918
Blue Planetary
AM 1147-565
PK 294+4.1
ESO 170-PN13
h 3365
GC 2581


